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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


COMMITTEE ON SCOPE AND COVERAGE 


The Army Medical Library’s Committee on Scope and Coverage 
has submitted its final report to the Director. This Committee, con- 
sisting of Miss Estelle Brodman, Chairman, Mr. Scott Adams and Mr. 
Joseph A. Groesbeck, has been considering the desirable scope and 
coverage of a current collecting policy of the Library, as well as re- 
viewing problems of scope and coverage of works already in the Li- 
brary. 


At its first meeting, the Committee agreed that the following sub- 
jects were to be included in a core collection of the medical sciences: 
medicine, surgery, nursing, dentistry and dental hygiene, pharmacy, 
osteopathy, chiropody, chiropractic, medical technology, physical ther- 
apy and psychiatry. It was then agreed that related areas could best 
be reviewed through consideration of the Library’s interests in sub- 
jects represented in a universal classification, although it was recog- 
nized that this had disadvantages. 


Consideration next was given to the question of degree of cover- 
age for each subject so selected and, after some discussion, the Com- 
mittee agreed on and defined the following four levels for the Library's 
collections: a skeletal collection, a reference collection, a research 
collection, and an exhaustive collection. 


The Army Medical Library’s collecting policies are influenced 
by and influence other governmental libraries. The Committee there 
fore requested the Director to invite representatives from the follow- 
ing libraries to a meeting on 17 January 1950: Smithsonian Institution, 

ational Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Labor, Federal Se- 

rity Agency, U. S. Department of Agriculture, and Naval Medical 
enter. Following the final report, further discussion with the U. S. 
Vepartment of Agriculture Library and the Library of Congress will 
be desirable. 





Tinting cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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The Committee considered special aspects of the problem: the 
history of medicine collection, the documents collection, the art collec 
tion, the archives of the Library, medical fiction, translations, and 
bibliographic variants. Recommendations on these subjects, as well 
as On surveying the already existing collection, were incorporated in 
the report. 


Copies of this report may be had by writing to the Director. 


JAPANESE WARTIME RESEARCH 


Shortly after the termination of hostilities in Japan, a joint 
Army-Navy project investigated systematically medical research con 
ducted by the Japanese between 1942 and 1945. Their report, arranged 
in sections according to universities, institutions and clinics visited, 
was accompanied by a large collection of reprints and publications 
which were deposited in the Army Medical Library. 


Dr. Ilza Veith has now provided the Library with an index toa 
large number of these documents. This index, used in conjunction 
with the report of the Committee for the Technical and Scientific In- 
vestigation of Japanese Activities in Medical Sciences, provides a key 
to the work conducted in laboratories and experimental stations 
throughout Japan. 


NEWS FROM CLEVELAND 


“‘Vergilian Lures in Cleveland,’’ by Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian, is 
the first article in the February 1950 issue of the Classical Journal. 
For the benefit of those planning to attend the 46th Annual Meeting of 
the Classical AsSociation of the Middle West and South, to be held in 
Cleveland 6 to 8 April, Miss Schullian describes the treasures Cleve- 
land will have on display for lovers of Vergil. 





Another article by Dr. Schullian appears in the January-February 
issue of the Bulletin of the History of Medicine. It is entitled ‘‘Nicolé 
Franco, Vilifier of Medicine” and tells of that 16th century writer’s 
scorn for the physician and his work. 





Miss Jane Gibbs, of the Catalog Section, History of Medicine Di- 
vision, has been appointed chairman of the committe making local ar- 
rangements for the A.L.A. Division of Cataloging and Classification 


when it meets in Cleveland for the national convention of the Americal 


Library Association in July. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 
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INDEXING COMMITTEE MEETING 


The Committee of Consultants for the Study of the Indexes to 
Medical Literature held its eighth meeting at the Welch Medical 
Library, in Baltimore, on Friday,17 March 1950. It listened to a 
detailed exposition by Major Frank B. Rogers, Director of the Army 
Medical Library, of the Library's plans for publication of the new 
index based on the Current List. Details of this new index, scheduled 
for publication in July 1950, will be announced later. 





The Committee inspected exhibits of step-by-step indexing pro- 
cedure in the Army Medical Library, of minor indexing and abstract- 
ing services, Of national indexes, and of the annual Army Medical 
Library Author Catalog, published as a supplement to the Library of 
Congress Catalog of Printed Cards. 











Dr. Sanford V. Larkey and Dr. Williamina A. Himwich pre- 
sented reports of the Project's investigations in the field of abbrevia- 
tions for journal titles and of evaluation of medical journals. Work 
has begun on compiling a comprehensive IBM card file for all medi- 
cal journals. 


The Committee received for consideration from the Surgeon 
General a number of letters relating to the termination of the Index- 
Catalogue, and reaffirmed the recommendation made at its December 
meeting to close the Index-Catalogue with the volume currently in 
preparation and to substitute for it a new monthly cumulative index. 








The next meeting of the Committee will be in October. 
HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


Major General Paul R. Hawley’s ‘‘New Discoveries in Medicine, 
Their Effect on the Public Health’ (Bampton Lectures -Second Series) 
has just been published by the Columbia University Press. The book 
has four sections: Our Fabulous Blood, Modern Surgery of the Heart 
and Lungs, Modern Prevention and Treatment of Mental Disease, and 
The Socio-Economic Aspects of Medical Care. In his preface, General 
Hawley gives credit to Colonel Joseph H. McNinch, of the Army Medi- 
cal Library, for the mass of reference material furnished him. 


Colonel Leon L. Gardner, formerly Director of the Army Medi- 
cal Library, recently discontinued his teaching at the American Uni- 
versity in Washington, D. C., to become Chief of Preventive Medicine 
of the City of Richmond. He will be Associate Professor of Preventive 
Medicine at the Medical College of Virginia. 
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EXHIBIT 


The subject of the exhibit which will be on display at the Library 


from April 10 to May 7 is “‘Mary Taft, the Rabbit-Woman of Godly. 
man. 


On 23 April 1726, Mary Taft, the wife of Joshua Taft, a Surrey 
journeyman clothier, and the mother of three children, declared she 
had been frightened by a rabbit while at work in the fields, and this g9 
reacted upon her system that in November of 1726 she was delivered of 
a pig and fifteen rabbits. During this confinement she was attended by 
the local apothecary, John Howard, who maintained that he had actually 
felt the rabbits leaping in the womb. He communicated with Nathaniel 
St. André of Westminster Hospital and Samuel Molyneux, Secretary to 
the Prince of Wales. Dr. St. André investigated briefly and bore out 
Mr. Howard’s statement, whereupon the Court became greatly interest 
ed. George I ordered his personal surgeon, Cyriacus Ahlers, to im- 
vestigate; but the latter made only an equivocal report, and the King 
then asked Sir Richard Manningham, one of the chief obstetricians of 
the time, to look into the matter. Manningham was able touncover the 
imposture, and Mary Taft was imprisoned and confessed. 


Many pamphlets and squibs appeared on the subject, and Hogarth 
even used the subject in one of his caricatures. For a time there was 
a craze to sell sets of these pamphlets bound in rabbit skin. While the 
Army Medical Library does not have any of the rabbit-bound works, it 
does contain most of the contemporary tracts, including two copies of 


Dean Swift's satire, The Anatomist dissected, by Lemuel Gulliver, Lon 
don, 1727. 





CHANGE IN HOURS 


Effective 1 April, the Library’s Reading Room will be open 
during the following hours: 


Monday and Wednesday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 


During July and August, the Library will not be open evenings 
and Sunday afternoons. 











